RAMA'S QUEST                     21

after a while and wandered onward from hermitage
to hermitage. In one of these retreats they found
an old man and his wife who had won great magic
powers by their severity of life, and the old woman
welcomed the beautiful Sita with open arms. The
two women spent several days in quiet conversation,
and when the travellers were preparing to go on their
way the elder said to the younger, " See, little one,
I have a present for you. Let me dress you and
adorn you in a manner suitable to your rank/'
Then she brought out a beautiful dress of silk with
costly ornaments and a garland of lovely flowers ;
and she took great delight in dressing and adorning
the beautiful young princess, standing away from
her to admire the effect of her loving handiwork.

On went the travellers, greatly comforted and
refreshed. Now as they passed from place to place
Rama heard many stories of the evil deeds of the
monsters known as the Rakshasas, who were the
inveterate foes of gods and men and especially of
holy hermits ; and many were the appeals to Rama
to free the forest from these dreadful beings.

One day the exiles came upon one of these
monsters, whose terrible ugliness defies description,
and who was holding spellbound with a single spear
a great crowd of wild animals of the forest. When
he saw the beautiful princess he at once snatched her
up in his arms and turned to carry her off. But in
a moment Rama's bow was busy though his task
was rendered difficult owing to the necessity for
avoiding those parts of the monster's body which